SECTION 3

Religious education and collective worship

What is a locally agreed syllabus?

The locally agreed syllabus is the statutory document for RE in the local authority. It sets out what
should be taught to pupils in all key stages and the standards expected of them at the end of each
key stage. It is produced by an agreed syllabus conference (ASC).

The agreed syllabus has to be reviewed every five years. If, at some other time, a majority of the
groups of the SACRE asks the LA in writing to reconsider its agreed syllabus, it must convene a
conference for that purpose. Education Act 1996, Chapter Il

What is the Agreed Syllabus Conference?

An agreed syllabus conference (ASC) is a statutory body brought together in order to produce an
agreed syllabus for RE. It is a separate legal entity from a SACRE. An ASC:
¢ has the same committee structure as the SACRE;
e can be made up of SACRE members but need not be so. There is no provision for co-opted
members.

In some LAs, the Chair of the ASC is appointed by the local authority whilst in others, the ASC
chooses its own Chair. The LA’s responsibility to convene the ASC includes the duty to provide

funds and support for its work.

RE and collective worship in school
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What should | know about religious education?
Religious education is a statutory element of the school curriculum although it is not part of the
national curriculum; it is therefore part of every pupil’s entitiement.

Agreed syllabus RE does not seek to nurture religious faith, but ‘provokes challenging questions
about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of
reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human’.

What should | know about collective worship?

The schools where collective worship comes within the remit of the SACRE are required to provide
a daily act of collective worship the majority of which would be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly
Christian character’. This means that it ‘reflects the broad traditions of Christian belief without
being distinctive of any particular Christian denomination’. It does not mean it has to be exclusively
Christian. It must, however, be educational and appropriate to the age, aptitude and family
background of pupils. When done well, collective worship provides an excellent opportunity for
schools to contribute to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils and to the
ethos of the school community.

Education Act 1996, Chapter 11l

In relation to collective worship, SACREs should :

e receive inspection reports, noting any references to
the quality of collective worship in the context of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural

development;
e monitor the quality of provision where possible and share good practice;
o offer advice to head teachers and governing bodies, including where there may be difficulties.

Many SACREs produce their own statements and advice on collective worship. The SACRE may also
be involved in providing training to teachers, head teachers and governors or other people who are
involved in leading collective worship in school as visitors.

What should | know about determinations?

Schools apply for a determination if they feel that the proportion of collective worship which
reflects the broad traditions of Christian belief as required by law is not appropriate for their
pupils. That does not mean they do not have to offer collective worship at all.

The determination procedure allows this requirement to be lifted in respect of some or all of the
pupils in a school.

They are called determinations because SACRE ‘determines’ whether the case being made in an
application to modify the law for all or a group of pupils in a school is appropriate.

Applications for determinations are made to the SACRE by the head teacher of any community
school after consultation with the school’s governing body.

Determinations are only possible for schools that do not have a religious character. Many SACREs
have an agreed process to enable such an application to take place.

The SACRE should review each determination every five years.

Parents’ rights
Parents have the right, on conscience grounds, to withdraw their children, in any school, from RE
and collective worship. Sixth form students may withdraw themselves from collective worship.
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Parents also have certain rights with regard to the provision of RE in different categories of school.
(However, these rights are rarely exercised.)
e In these schools!®, parents can opt for their children to receive Agreed Syllabus RE.

* In these schools?®, parents can opt for their children to receive RE in accordance with the
religious character of the school.
In community schools and foundation schools without a religious character, where parents ask to
withdraw their child from religious education alternative RE provision for that child can be made
elsewhere by the parents.
The school continues to have responsibility for ensuring any pupil withdrawn from RE is supervised

and safe.
(*See RE and collective worship in school table, page 9)

Religious teaching from within the faith community

SACRE members should be aware that some pupils will be formally receiving teaching about their
own religion from their parents or through attendance at classes at or sponsored by their place of
worship. The purpose of this teaching will differ from that of the religious education delivered in
their schools, and the approach to learning may differ quite significantly from that in school.

There is a clear distinction between this religious nurture, which is the responsibility of the family
and community, and religious education, by nature an open and explorative activity, appropriate in
schools. It is important that the home and community background of the pupils is recognised and
respected in school, but also that the educational approach is understood to promote reflection on
faith and belief stances. SACREs might consider how they will support schools and communities in
understanding each other's different roles and ensuring that any potential tension is creative
rather than threatening.
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